Our Lady of Kibeho

Why I Put this Together

A few months back, I became vaguely aware of claims that the Virgin Mary had appeared in the African nation of Rwanda in the recent past.  However, I didn’t look into this any further at the time.  Then last week I read an article in “The Word Among Us” discussing these apparitions again.  Some of what I read in that article indicated that Our Lady delivered a strong pro-life message to the visionaries to whom she appeared.  And so throughout the past week (today is Friday, November 2, 2007) I did some additional research.  What I discovered is absolutely amazing.  In our own lifetimes, as authenticated by the Vatican and Pope Benedict XVI himself, the Mother of Our Lord appeared and spoke to three young women.  The messages she delivered were directed not only to those students and the people of Rwanda, but to us as well.  Because many of these messages due indeed support us in our pro-life fight, I felt the need to compile some of my research and present it my Brother Knights and fellow members of the St. Malachy Pro-Life Committee.  If you are inspired by what you are about to read (and I’m sure you will be), please pass this on to as many others as you can.
Introduction
On June 29, 2001, after almost 20 years of study, our Church officially recognized the apparitions that occurred between 1981 and 1989 in Kibeho, Rwanda.  On July 2nd of that year, the Holy See released the declaration of Bishop Augustin Misago of Gikongoro.  In part it reads, “Yes, the Virgin Mary appeared at Kibeho on November 28, 1981, and in the months that followed.  There are more reasons to believe in the Apparitions than to deny them…The Apparitions of Kibeho are now officially recognized…The name given to the Marian sanctuary at Kibeho is ‘Shrine of Our Lady of Sorrows.’”
Last year, Pope Benedict XVI granted a plenary indulgence to pilgrims visiting Kibeho during the twenty-fifth anniversary jubilee year of the apparitions, which ends this month.
One of the key reasons that brought the Church to recognize the apparitions as authentic was the vision of the Rwanda genocide (1994-1995) that occurred 12 years following the apparitions.  I will relate these events shortly.
The First Seer—Alphonsine Mumureke

Mary first appeared in Kibeho on November 28, 1981.  She spoke with Alphonsine Mumureke, who was a sixteen-year-old student at the time.  (Alphonsine would continue to have apparitions until November 28, 1988)


At 12:35 p.m., Alphonsine was in the school dining room serving classmates when she heard a voice calling her.


Mary:  “My daughter.”


Alphonsine:  “Here I am.”


Moving into the corridor, Alphonsine saw “a very beautiful woman.”  She knelt down and made the Sign of the Cross.


Alphonsine:  “Who are you?”


Mary:  “I am Mother of the Word.  In the religion, what do you prefer?”


Alphonsine:  “I love God and His Mother, who gave us the Child who redeemed us.”


Mary:  “If it is so, I have come to calm you, because I have heard your prayers.  I would like your friends to have Faith, because they do not believe strongly enough.”


Alphonsine’s classmates stated that at this time she was speaking in many different languages (French, English, Kinyarwanda).  When Alphonsine narrated her experience, both her friends and the nuns who ran the school were skeptical and scornful.


However, the phenomenon took place again the next day, November 29th, and then almost every Saturday during the following December.  During each apparition Alphonsine would be in a state of ecstasy, oblivious to her surroundings.  To test the reality of these ecstasies, the other students would burn Alphonsine with matches or prick her with pins.  But the seer had no reactions to this physical abuse.  Nevertheless, she continued to be mocked.

The apparitions continued into 1982.  As students began to recognize the validity of her claims, they began to bring rosaries to have them blessed by the Blessed Virgin.  Alphonsine took the rosaries and offered them to Mary.  Some rosaries became too heavy and Alphonsine could not lift them.  Mary explained that these rosaries belonged to those whose hearts were not yet converted.
Two Other Seers

Our Lady appeared to Anathalie Mukamazimpka from January 12, 1982 until December 3, 1983.  Anathalie was 17-years-old when her apparitions began.


Our Lady also appeared to 21-year-old Marie Claire Mukangango from March 22, 1982 until December 15, 1982.  The apparitions to Marie Claire converted many since she had been one of those who had shown disbelief the most, often referring to Alphonsine as “a fool.”

The Apparitions

Many of the apparitions took place in the schoolyard where these girls attended school.  The schoolyard was regularly filled with people from the surrounding country as the Blessed Virgin would often let the girls know when she would appear next.  All who attended the apparitions could hear and record the words of the seer, but could not hear the words spoken by the Virgin Mary.  Throughout 1982, the crowds grew larger, reaching their height on August 15, 1982, when 20,000 people attended.


Sometimes during the apparitions the assembled multitudes would witness various supernatural phenomena including miracles of the sun (such as the dancing of the sun and multicolored displays like the one that occurred at Fatima), stars turning into crosses at night, and heavy rains that came when the visionaries asked the Virgin to bless the crowds.  Cures were reported from the water collected from these rains.


There were also mystical journeys reported by the seers.  On March 20th, 1982, Alphonsine informed the Sister directress and her classmates, “I will look dead, but don’t be afraid; don’t bury me!”  Then, while priests, nurses, religious and Red Cross personnel looked on, Alphonsine lay in a deep sleep for 18 continuous hours, her body straight and very heavy.  She could not be lifted nor could her joined hands be separated.  When she awoke, Alphonsine indicated that during this journey the Blessed Virgin had revealed to her heaven, purgatory and hell.

The seers were also known to fast, sometimes for as many as 14 days, without any negative consequences to their health.


During the apparition of August 15, 1982, the Blessed Virgin asked the seers to bless the crowd of 20,000.  In ecstasy, the seers related that they could not see the crowd, but instead a garden of flowers, some fresh, others faded.  Our Lady asked the seers to water the flowers, explaining that the fresh flowers represented people whose hearts were turned to God, whereas the faded flowers represented those whose hearts were turned to earthly things, especially to money.

The Messages

Kibeho’s messages urged people to convert, to pray with the heart, to fast and pray the rosary, to practice humility and guard against sexual impurity.  Below are some of the messages received by the seers.
To Alphonsine:  “If I am now turning to the parish of Kibeho it does not mean I am concerned only for Kibeho or for the diocese of Butare or for Rwanda, or for the whole of Africa.  I am concerned with and turning to the whole world.”

“Although I am the Mother of God, I am simple and humble.  I always place myself where you are.  I love you as you are.  I never reproach my little ones.  When a child is without reproach in front of her mother, she will tell her everything that is in her heart.  I am grateful when a child of mine is joyful with me.  That joy is a most beautiful sign of trust and love.  Few understand the mysteries of God’s love.  Let me as your Mother embrace all my children with love so that you can confide your deepest longings to me.  Know that I give all your longings to my Son Jesus, your brother.”
“You are distracted by the goods of this world.  I have seen many of my children getting lost and I have come to show them the true way.”

“Nothing is more beautiful than a heart which offers its suffering to God.  Pray, pray, pray.  Follow the Gospel of my Son.  Do not forget that God is more powerful than all the evil in the world.  Share.  Do not kill.  Do not persecute.  Respect the rights of man because if you act contrary to those rights, you will not succeed and it will come back against you.”
“I speak to you who hold power, and who represent the nation:  save the people, instead of being their torturers.  Don’t rob the people; share with others.  Be careful not to persecute, to muzzle those who want to denounce your errors.  I say it to you, I repeat it, whatever you do, even though you try everything to harm somebody because he loves his fellow men, defends human rights, fights for the respect of the life of others, and for the truth and all that is good, and even because he fights so that God may be loved and respected, whatever you do, you can do nothing against him.”

“I love you very much.  If I came, it is because you needed it.”

To Anathalie:  “Wake up, stand up, wash yourselves and look up attentively.  We must dedicate ourselves to prayer, we must develop in us the virtues of charity, availability, and humility.”
“Nobody arrives in heaven without suffering.”

“Return to God, the Source of Living Water.”

“I speak to you, but you do not hear me.  I want to lift you, but you remain down.  I call you, but you turn a deaf ear.  When will you do what I ask of you?  You remain indifferent to all my appeals.  When will you understand?  When will you take interest in what I want to say to you?  I give you signs, but you remain incredulous.  How long will you turn a dead ear to my appeals?”

To Marie Claire:  “We must meditate on the passion of Jesus and on the deep sorrow of his Mother.  We must recite the Rosary and the beads of the Seven Sorrows of Our Lady to obtain the grace of repentance.”
“The world has turned against God.  We must repent and ask for pardon.”

“Do repent!  Do repent!  Do repent!...When I tell you this, I do not speak to you alone, but I speak also to all the others.  Men of our times have emptied each thing of its true meaning:  he who commits a fault does not recognize that he did wrong.”

“What I ask of you is repentance.  If you recite this chaplet, while meditating on it, you will then have the strength to repent.  Today, many people do not know any more how to ask forgiveness.  They nail again the Son of God on the Cross.  So I wanted to come and recall it to you, especially here in Rwanda, for here I have still found humble people, who are not attached to wealth nor money.”

The Vision of War—August 19, 1982

During a prophecy which at the time seemed incredible, Our Lady showed the seers what would happen in their country if people refused to believe and live her messages.  Over a period of eight hours, during which the visionaries often screamed in horror and suffered intense tremors and weeping, the girls saw, “a river of blood, people who were killing each other, abandoned corpses with no one to bury them, a tree all in flames, bodies without their heads.”

The Blessed Virgin Mary warned Marie Claire, “When I tell you this, I am not addressing myself strictly to you, child, but I am making this appeal to the world.”

Our Lady also described the world as in revolt against God and stated that the world “is on the edge of catastrophe.”

Genocide in Rwanda

As we now shamefully know, the world, and especially our own government, stood idly by in 1994 while civil war erupted in Rwanda, when Hutu rebels killed an estimated 77 percent of the Tutsi population, approximately 800,000 souls.  Many of those killed were chopped and beheaded by machete and dumped in the Kagea River, which became putrid with the multitude of corpses.

Among the dead was Marie Claire herself, who was killed in the town of Byumba.  Alphonsine and Anathalie both survived the genocide.

Final Thoughts

So what was Our Lady’s message during the years of the Kibeho apparitions?  When interviewed in 2006 by Father Leszek Czelusniak, Marians of the Immaculate Conception, who is in charge of the Marian’s mission in Rwanda, Anathalie offered these reflections:


The Holy Virgin insisted on the need for prayer.  She said that the world is bad.  It is necessary to pray, to pray, to pray a lot for this world that is bad, to pray for sinners, to pray for their conversion.  She insisted a lot on the need for conversion:  Convert to God!  Convert to God!  Convert to God!  While saying that people don’t respect God’s commands, that people have a hard heart, she also asked us to meditate on the mysteries of the Rosary and to recite it every day.  She also taught us the Rosary of the Seven Sorrows.  She asked us to pray it every Tuesday and Friday.  She asked us to obey the Church, to love God in truth, and to love our neighbor in humility and simplicity.

She spoke of the need for mortification, a spirit of penitence and sacrifice.  She also spoke of the need for suffering, to bear our suffering every day.  She said that no one enters heaven without suffering.  She also told us that acts of charity for the poor make us beautiful flowers that God likes.  She wanted a chapel to be constructed here in Kibeho, so everyone would remember her visit and pray for the Church and religious.  Holy Mary spoke to us in Kinyarwanda (the language of Rwanda) with her very soft voice.

My Hope


There is an incredible amount of information out there (books, videos, internet articles, etc.) on the events that took place in Kibeho and the subsequent Rwandan genocide.  What I have presented here doesn’t even begin to scratch the surface of all there is to learn about these events.  But I hope that I have piqued your interest enough to do further research and reading on your own.  Imagine, the Mother of Our Lord has appeared to sisters in Christ during our own lifetimes.  When she did so, she brought messages for all of us.  May the Holy Spirit inspire you as He did me to learn and pass on our faith to others.








God Bless

Mike 
