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Making Progress:  The Centers for Disease Control says new national statistics show fewer teenage girls are 
getting pregnant and fewer pregnant teens are opting to have abortions.  The report also confirmed a study 
conducted by the Alan Guttmacher Institute earlier this year showing abortions declining and the abortion rate at its 
lowest since the year following Roe v. Wade.  The new report from the CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics 
finds 38 percent of pregnancies in 2004 were to women 25 years old or younger, down from 43 percent in 1990.  
Teenagers accounted for 15 percent of all pregnancies in 1990, and that number fell to 12 percent in 2004.  While 
more women are keeping their babies instead of having abortions, that fact is not consistent across all ethnic 
backgrounds as the abortion rate among black women remains significantly higher.  While two-thirds of white and 
Hispanic women kept their babies when becoming pregnant, just 48 percent of African-American women opted to 
do so.  Pro-lifers point to the high number of abortion businesses located in predominantly black communities to 
explain this. 
 
Early Results with the Recent Stem Cell Breakthrough:  Scientists at the Whitehead Institute for Biomedical 
Research have used Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells (IPSCs—as we have discussed the kind that don’t require the 
destruction of human embryos) to successfully treat Parkinson’s disease in mice.  Their new study, published in the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, shows that these reprogrammed cells were effective in alleviating 
Parkinson’s symptoms.  Weeks after a transplant of the IPSCs, the symptoms were significantly reduced and the 
cells were able to replace lost or damaged neurons.  According to the leader of the study team, Marius Wernig, “This 
is the first demonstration that reprogrammed cells can integrate into the neural system or positively affect 
neurodegenerative disease.” 
 
Reducing the Pressure to Abort:  The governor of Idaho, Butch Otter, has signed a new law that helps prevent 
women from being pressured or coerced into having an abortion.  The bill makes it a crime to threaten or harass a 
pregnant woman into having an abortion.  This measure targets the frequent occurrence of a woman’s partner 
coercing or pressuring her into having an abortion she otherwise wouldn’t want.  The bill applies to cases when 
someone would threaten a pregnant woman or inflict injury or death on her in pressuring her to abort.  Should the 
crime involve an act of violence it would become a felony instead of a misdemeanor.  The new law also provides for 
a civil right of action to help women not have to rely on a local prosecutor to bring forth charges.  The woman can 
seek civil damages even if she doesn’t undergo an abortion. 
 
What “Choice” are Politicians Actually in Support Of?  Priests for Life is challenging pro-abortion politicians 
with new YouTube videos illustrating the two most common types of abortion methods.  The videos are part of a 
campaign called “Is This What You Mean?”  According to Father Frank Pavone, “Our campaign is based on a 
simple challenge:  We quote the words of the doctors who perform abortions, and then we ask supporters of legal 
abortion, ‘Is this what you mean when you say the word abortion?’”  This is an approach any of us can use when we 
encounter someone who says they support abortion.  Father Pavone continues, “The word abortion has lost its 
meaning and therefore many politicians get away with making themselves sound appealing to voters when they say 
they support the legality of abortion.  But when people hear abortion doctors themselves describe how they tear the 
arms and legs off of babies and crush their heads, the ‘a woman’s right to choose’ takes on a different feel.” 
 
Another Movie Worth the Ticket Price:  On April 18th Expelled:  No Intelligence Allowed opened in theatres.  In 
this movie, Ben Stein (you remember…”Bueller…Ferris Bueller”) does a remarkable job according to Catholic 
screeners of exposing the prejudice and close-mindedness of some of the world’s top scientists, educators and 
philosophers in refusing to consider the fact that science has demonstrated that life, even at the cellular level, is so 
complicated that it couldn’t evolve by random chance and natural selection.  In part, the movie addresses many of 
the negative consequences of “survival of the fittest”, warning us that eugenics is still with us thanks to Margaret 
Sanger and Planned Parenthood.  Just as the Nazis wanted to exterminate a whole race of people with their genocide 
of the Jewish people, those who support abortion are doing the same in taking protection away from another class of 
people, the unborn.  If you have a high school or college student, this is a movie you want to see WITH THEM.  
Make sure they understand that Darwin’s theory is crumbling, yet they won’t hear that in their biology classes. 
 
“Fraternal coexistence, love, faith, and choices in favor of the smallest and the weakest…sometimes provoke violent 

aversion.  How useful it is, then, to look to the shining witness of those who have gone before under the sign of 
heroic faithfulness, even unto martyrdom.” 

Pope Benedict XVI, April 7, 2008 


